
A Linear Park for Northern New Jersey

Essex-Hudson Greenway



ABOUT THE PARTNERS 

Founded in 1974, OSI is a national conservation leader, having 

helped to protect 2.3 million acres across the eastern US and 

Canada. OSI has catalyzed the protection of NJ’s highest 

conservation priorities in the Highlands, the Pinelands and the 

Bayshore, from farms and forests to local parkland.

The New Jersey Bike & Walk Coalition (NJBWC) is the only 

statewide advocacy organization for bicyclists and pedestrians 

and believes that a more rideable and walkable New Jersey 

means a more livable, equitable, and sustainable New 

Jersey. NJBWC officially adopted the Essex Hudson Greenway 

Project in 2014 and has been a leader in building the advocacy 

campaign to make it a reality.



LINEAR PARK FOR NORTHERN NEW JERSEY



A MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY

The purchase of the Old Boonton Line 

has been a long-term regional goal 



A MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY

• From 2014- 2018 NJBWC 
galvanized support from every 
community along the rail line.

• In 2020, OSI reached an 
agreement to purchase the 
line from Norfolk Southern for 

a limited time. 

We now have a once in a 
lifetime opportunity now to 
make the Greenway a reality.



PROVIDING A RESOURCE FOR DIVERSE COMMUNITIES

Almost 9 miles of off-road connectivity through some 

of the most populated communities in the nation.



FAST FACTS

100+ foot 

right of way

Can provide access 

to parks, schools, 

hospitals, and hamlets

Links to 

East Coast Greenway and 

September 11th National 

Memorial Trail



ACCESS FROM SCHOOLS



AN OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE NEW PARK SPACE



PROVIDES ACCESS TO NATURE, PARKS AND TRAILS



PROJECT STATUS

• OSI negotiated a Purchase and Sale Agreement 
(PSA) with Norfolk Southern (NS).

• PSA will expire in early 2021 but can be extended 
until early 2022 if we show demonstrated progress.

• NS has secured official abandonment status from 
the federal government. 

• Engineering, Survey and Environmental Studies are 
underway. 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

We have a brief window of opportunity to ensure that 
the Essex Hudson Greenway becomes a reality.

NS, with abandonment in hand, will look to sell this asset quickly.

OSI’s agreement represents the best chance that the corridor 
remains intact for the public.

We look forward to working together to establish a 

pathway to closing and a long-term management and 

development plan.



REALIZING A LINEAR PARK FOR NORTHERN NJ


