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Advanced Parking Planning Systems was contracted to survey and provide recommendations on 
a municipal parking permit program to regulate parking in the Town of Kearny’s residential 
neighborhoods.  

Our process began by reviewing prior studies and current regulations. We then held a public 
meeting to hear Kearny residents’ parking concerns. The meeting was advertised and held on June 
21, 2022 at 7:00PM in Council Chambers. It was a question-and-answer session in which 
information was gathered based on resident experiences and needs. That information was used to 
develop a survey (Attachment 1) that would be mailed to Kearny residents for additional feedback. 
Survey results have been used to create the policy blueprint for a parking permit program.  

Approximately 13,000 surveys were mailed with 1881 being returned. This is a 14.5% return rate. 
Since questions were raised regarding the return rate of the survey, we provided survey response 
rate information from SmartSurvey.com that defines an acceptable survey response rate. It's also 
important to note that there can be a stark difference between the survey response for an internal 
and an external survey, with research indicating that average employee survey response rates 
typically run at around 30-40% in contrast to the average response rate for external surveys at 10-
15%. Our 14.5% return rate will be used to support and reinforce the already collected data. 

Hearing the public comments, reviewing the “Kearny Residential Parking Survey” data, using 
the “Town of Kearny, N.J. 2020-2030 Comprehensive Master Plan Public Opinion Survey 
(2020-2030 CMPPOS)”, and the Neglia Engineering Associates “Parking Permit Review 
(PPR)”, it became evident that a broader system for parking had to be developed. It would need 
to address the variety of parking problems presented by the residents and not be limited to just an 
overnight parking program. To address the Town of Kearny’s parking needs, a Comprehensive 
Parking Management and Enforcement System is required.  

These topics, recommendations, and budget are the first steps to implementing parking 
improvements and building a parking system unique for Kearny. The data suggests resident 
respondents clearly want a parking management and enforcement system to address the persistent 
parking problems. The ultimate policy decisions will be left with the Mayor and Council, but the 
information in this report is to assist in making those decisions.  The system cannot create more 
curb space on the street nor guarantee a parking space every day, but it will make residents the 
priority for on-street parking in residential areas. Restricting out-of-town and commercial vehicles 
on Kearny streets will begin to show results as the system evolves.  Assisting our merchants will 
also be addressed in balancing the business district’s parking needs with those of the residents. As 
the system is implemented and expands, so will the availability of on-street parking for residents 
and visitors alike.  

The “Kearny Residential Parking Survey” (KRPS) was more specific in scope since it was 
intended to make recommendations on parking topics and a budget for its implementation. (See 
attachment 1) 
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To identify where responses originated in town, we used the survey responses to question one, 
“Area of town or street that you live on” to pin a Kearny map. As can be seen on the map below, 
the town and its wards were well represented in the sampling.  

Survey Question 1: Area of town or street that you live on?         
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Topic: Comprehensive Parking Management and Enforcement System. 

 

Survey Question 2: Which of these situations are you experiencing in your area?  

a. No availability of parking during the day.  
26.2% 

b. No availability of parking at night. 
69.0% 

c. People taking up more than one space on the street/saving spaces. 
61.7% 

d. Too many out of state or temporary license plates on the street. 
32.9% 

e. Commercial vehicles taking up spaces when not providing services. 
37.5% 

f. Insufficient parking in the business district. 
18.9% 

g. No parking problem. 
12.1% 

h. Other 
32.2%    

  

The data points to a need for a Comprehensive Parking Management and Enforcement 
System. Support came from the 2020-2030 CMPPOS which identified Parking 
Availability as Kearny’s biggest challenge or unmet need with a response rate of 47.5%. 
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Members of a family or household having problems finding on-street parking spaces came 
in at 61.8% and 77.4% wanting the town to consider changing on-street parking regulations 
to increase the availability of parking spaces for residents. 78.08 % in that survey support 
the creation of a municipal parking permit program to reduce the number of parkers from 
neighboring communities, encourage the use of private driveways, garages and off-street 
parking lots, reduce the number of illegal apartments and/or increase the availability of on-
street parking.  

Also as seen from answers in question 2 of the KRPS, Which of these situations are you 
experiencing in your area, 69.0% of resident respondents are having “No availability of 
parking at night” and 26.2% “No availability of parking during the day”. 32.9% of residents 
identified too many out of state vehicles or vehicles with temporary plates on the street as 
being another contributing factor in the parking problems. The “Other” category which 
came in at 32.2% translated into a large number of residents upset about driveways not 
being used but rather people parking their cars on the street and leaving their driveways 
empty.  A campaign to encourage driveway use by homeowners should be explored. 
Finally, although 12.1% admit to there being “no parking problem”, the responses came 
from a few select areas and from buildings with parking.  

Additionally, in the KRPS “Other” category, illegal apartments which brought additional 
cars onto town streets were identified as another cause associated with reduced street 
parking. While this does exasperate the on-street parking problem, it falls within another 
department and we can only suggest stricter enforcement and a more focused approach. 
Utilization of anonymous hotlines have proven to aid in identifying illegal apartments. 
When selling permits, staff can be trained to be vigilant in noticing addresses that say “rear” 
or “basement” that may also assist in identifying illegal apartments for referral and 
inspection. Neglia Engineering Associates’ PPR notes “any parking permit system should 
encourage the use of parking within residential driveways and could reduce vehicle parking 
demand associated with non-conforming residents.”  (See attachment 2) 

Recommendation: Adopt a new Ordinance Creating and Controlling Permit Parking in 
           the Town of Kearny. 

 
  
Topic: Kearny Parking Utility. 

In order to implement the new parking system and best ensure its success, it is 
recommended a separate Town of Kearny Parking Utility be formed. The Utility will 
remain a part of the Police Department but as a separate unit or division of civilians solely 
to concentrate on managing and enforcing the parking system. This would work to free up 
valuable resources for the Police and have the Utility focus their complete attention on 
parking, including street sweeping. Having a dedicated Parking Utility will ensure the 
parking demands of the town’s residents are being prioritized and address all parking 
enforcement. The Parking Utility will serve as a centralized place for information, permit 
purchasing and assistance, and any complaints. It will gather and interpret data that can 
work towards enhancing the system as it grows. Any system the Parking Utility will use 
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should include an over the counter and online customer portal with comprehensive 
reporting. It must be adaptable to creating new permit types. The system must be able to 
control the rental of parking lot spaces and renewals. It should allow for a mobile payment 
application as a means of paying meters and License Plate Recognition (LPR) should be 
the technology used for enforcement. LPR allows for covering more ground with less staff.  

Issuing summonses can be accomplished through the State of New Jersey Parking 
Authority Ticketing System (PATS). PATS is authorized through the Administrative 
Office of the Courts, Municipal Court Services Division. Parking Authorities and Utilities 
are offered, at no cost, the handheld electronic ticketing devices, ticket printers for each 
handheld, a computer and printer to review enforcement reports as well as training, 
software and technical support for the system. Parking Authorities and Utilities can qualify 
for the equipment once an Ordinance is adopted forming the entity. A formal letter is then 
sent to the PATS offices in Trenton and they will provide direction on the process and 
requirements to be followed. We were advised the process will take approximately six 
months. 

Following the year one outlay on capital items and staffing, the unit/division can become 
self-sustaining beginning in year two if the ordinances are adopted, a full complement of 
staff is hired and enforcement is in effect. The proposed budget will be discussed later in 
the report. (See attachment 3) 

Recommendation:  Adopt an Ordinance to Create a Town of Kearny Parking Utility  
            and an Ordinance Defining the Fine share with the Parking Utility. 

 
Topic: Commercial Vehicle Parking. 

Commercial vehicles taking up spaces when not rendering service is a major problem and 
identified often. Commercial on-street parking came up in all the community meetings and 
37.5% of survey respondents felt strongly that these vehicles contribute to the lack of on-
street parking. During our tours through Kearny, it was evident there is an abundance of 
vans, pickup trucks, buses and box trucks parking on the streets. Residents were also 
concerned about how to address a commercial vehicle that is the sole source of 
transportation for a resident. Rentable parking spaces in certain lots may be assigned to 
these residents. A new commercial ordinance describing and defining commercial vehicles, 
possible permitting scenarios and identifying places in town for them to park will assist 
with this problem. Commercial vehicle parking should only be permitted from 6 AM to 9 
PM while conducting business.  Further restrictions can be examined and implemented in 
pilot areas as the parking program expands. (See attachment 4) 

Recommendation: Adopt a New Commercial Vehicle Ordinance. 
 
 
Topic: Taking Up More Than One Space on The Street/Saving Spaces. 

The KRPS identified 61.7% of the residents were upset with “People taking up more 
than one space on the street/saving spaces” and responded as it being abusive and a 
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significant problem. “Parking stalls/lines on the street marking out parking spaces and 
driveways”, question 5a, reinforced the sentiment with 63.6% responding in favor of 
marking out spaces on the streets. While it is true that painting parking stalls/lines on 
the street to delineate parking spaces may eliminate some spaces, the overall benefit of 
making people park in one space and allowing a second space to be left open outweighs 
the negative once enforcement is townwide. With a new parking stall ordinance, people 
parking over the lines or saving spaces will now be in violation. Driveway lines will 
also be painted and will serve to stop people from trying to “fit in a space” and 
encroaching into someone’s driveway. The locations of the areas to be lined will be 
addressed by the Mayor and Council and can be piloted to see results. 
 
To further outweigh the negative connotation of “lost space”, State Statute 39:4-138.6 
permits a municipal authority to set certain permissible parking distances from 
crosswalks and stop signs, with the exception of school zone areas.  It is crucial that a 
cohesive parking plan be devised, in conjunction with the Town’s contracted engineer, 
during the implementation stages to identify corners and curb areas that can be 
shortened and allow for additional parking spaces to be created. This will allow for all 
parking improvements to be accounted for as the streets are lined for efficiency and 
budget savings. 

Recommendation: Adopt Ordinance Regulating Parking Within Marked Spaces and 
          Ordinance Regulating Parking Distances from Corners. 

  
Topic: Insufficient Parking in Business District.  

Insufficient parking in the business district came with only 18.9% responding as it is a 
problem. This is most likely due to residents and not visitors or merchants being surveyed, 
yet almost 20% believe there is room for improvement. It most definitely plays an 
important role in the parking needs of the Town and the vitality of the business district. 
Meters, pay-stations and mobile applications are used when looking to have movement and 
create parking for visitors and patrons in the business district. Meters have been the 
mechanism of choice in the past and continue to be useful. Pay-stations and mobile 
applications aren’t always accepted when people are used to a particular payment system 
familiar to them. However, municipalities now offer options for those who do not carry 
change and prefer the convenience of paying with a credit or debit card or clicking on an 
app and paying with a mobile device. In reviewing the parking meter and machine system 
currently in place townwide, we noted there was a need to take a wholistic approach. 
Creating a menu of options for the business district and rethinking metered parking in 
Kearny while allowing the ability of permitted residents to park at metered spaces after 
certain times without having to pay would serve the community well. That in conjunction 
with the possibility of angled parking along identified areas of Kearny Avenue, something 
again needing a parking plan, would increase spaces and allow for additional parking for 
residents, visitors and business owners/workers alike. 

We believe there should be an inventory of all parking meters in town. Meters that are 
irreparable or currently do not conform to modern standards or secure collection practices 
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should be taken out of service. New programmable meters that allow for the ability to still 
pay by coin should be purchased.  With the new Comprehensive Parking Management and 
Enforcement System, introduce the Mobile App which can be enforced by License Plate 
Recognition. Program the current pay-stations to allow for purchasing permits when the 
Utility offices are closed and tie them into the management system for enforcement. 
Purchase some pay-stations to add along the business district, but this requires an upfront 
investment. This is a decision left to the Mayor and Council, whether they choose to move 
forward with the pay-stations and mobile app or wait. The goal of paying with a credit or 
debit card can be achieved with both options. Simply posting signs and adhering QR scan 
code stickers to single space meters, with the various zones identified on the posted signs 
and stickers, would be a good first step for business district and visitor metered parking 
areas. Please keep in mind, equipment purchases will have a lead time, and have a 
specification for installation and set-up. LPR vehicles will be able enforce license plates 
for all enforcement options.   

  
Recommendations:  Explore Creating Angled Parking along the Kearny Avenue Business 

District, Lengths of Corners, and Adopt Ordinance to Allow Meters to 
be Paid by a Mobile Application.  

 

Topic: Visitor Parking. 

 

Survey Question 3: When implementing the new Kearny Residential Parking Program, how 
long should visitors be able to park in an area before having to purchase a permit?   

1 Hour, 2 Hours 3 Hours 4 Hours Other 
6.1%  26.9%   12.4%  24.2%  25.1% 

Two (2) hour Visitor parking limit ranked number one with 26.9% of the KRPS 
respondents wanting visitors to be able to park using the courtesy parking time limit before 
having to buy a permit. Permits would be able to be purchased online, over the counter at 
the Utility office, or at a pay station on the street. Although four (4) hours came in at a 
close second at 24.2%, it would require additional fulltime staff and funds to enforce the 
4-hour schedule. While reviewing bordering Towns’ time limits, two hours is more 
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consistent with East Newark, Harrison, North Arlington and would level the parking 
playing field for Kearny residents and is reinforced by the PPR report. It should be noted 
different permits will be developed as different scenarios arise specific to Kearny. One 
such permit will be a business permit which will allow for people who work in Kearny, but 
live out of town, to park on the streets during their working hours. 

Recommendation:  Adopt Ordinance Creating and Controlling Permit Parking in the Town 
            of Kearny.  
 

Topic: A fee of $15.00 for Permitting or Registering Your License Plate to Help Maintain 
 The Parking System.  

 

 

Survey Question 4: Is a fee of $15.00 for three (3) years fair to pay for a permit or to register 
your license plate and to allow the Town to help maintain the parking program?   

Yes   No  Other 
71.8%  16.86% 13.5% 

 

 One of the highest percentages, 71.8%, which came back from the KRPS was in support 
of the $15.00 fee for a permit or to register your license plate to help in maintaining the new 
parking program. It should be noted that the parking permit is your license plate and not a 
physical permit. Only 16.9% did not want a fee and of the 13.5% in the “Other” category, 
many residents responded wanting a higher fee in the hopes of forcing people into their 
driveways and some preferred no fee. The 2020-2030 CMPPOS responses had residents 
willing to pay a fee at 28.8%, not willing to pay at 15.4%, and willing to pay more at 45.2%. 
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While the question asked for a $15.00 permit for three years, the data supports a higher fee. 
A logical compromise would be to leave the fee at $15.00 and have a two-year expiration 
from the date of purchase. We are also recommending the town be split into two zones 
allowing for revenue to support the unit to come in on a yearly basis with two zones renewing 
every other year. Discounting for senior citizens, veterans or other groups can be approved 
by the Mayor and Council.  

Recommendation:  Assigning a Fee of $15.00 for Registering which will be Included in the 
            New Ordinance Creating and Controlling Permit Parking in Kearny.  
 

Topic: Limiting the Number of Permits Per Household or Building and After A Certain 
Number of Permits Per Household Charging a Higher Price Per Permit and 
Encouraging Residents to Park Additional Cars in Their Driveways. 

 

 

Survey Question 5: Which of the following would you like to see in your area:  

a. Parking stalls/ lines on the street marking out parking spaces and driveways. 
63.6% 

b. Limiting the number of permits per household or building. 
43.8% 

c. After a certain number of permits per household charging a higher price per permit 
and encouraging residents to park additional cars in their driveways. 
49.7% 

d. Angled parking on your street. 
15.8% 

e. More parking lot spaces for residents without driveways to rent. 
42.9% 
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Questions 5b and 5c in the KRPS, talk to “limiting the number of permits per 
household or building” which came in at 43.8% and “after a certain number of permits 
per household charging a higher price per permit and encouraging residents to park 
additional cars in their driveways” or a graduated fee system which came in at 49.7%. 
We believe both of these topics should be explored in the future following the program 
being fully implemented throughout town. Should there continue to be chronic on-
street parking problems in the town then limiting households in their permit purchases, 
or a graduated fee for permitting could be addressed in phase two of the 
implementation. These two topics are supported by the responses but in our opinion, 
should not be implemented at this time. 
 

Recommendation:  Revisit Limiting Permits and Graduated Permit Pricing After One Year 
            of Plan Implementation. 
 

Topic: Allowing People to Park on The Street Across their Driveway. 

 

Survey Question 6: Would you like to see the Town allow residents to park on the street 
across their driveways? 

Yes  No  Other 
50.7%    39.9%  9.1% 

The responses in the positive were at 50.7% and 39.9% in the negative from the KRPS. 
While people would like to be allowed to park on the street across their driveways, people 
noted some streets are too narrow to allow for this practice. The practice would require an 
ordinance to allow it and we believe due to the additional comments in the “Other” category 
the Mayor and Council should have the new Utility, if formed, research the feasibility at a 
later date.  

Recommendation:  Feasibility of Residents being able to Park on The Street Across their 
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          Driveway at a Could be Revisited in the Future. 

 

Topic: Consider Angled Parking on Your Street to Increase Parking if it Meant Making 
  Your Street a One Way.  

 

Survey Question 7: Would you consider angled parking on your street to increase parking if 
it meant making your street a one way? 

Yes   No 
26.5%  65.4% 

Residents responded in the KRPS 65.4% “no” to 26.5% “yes” to angled parking on their 
street if it meant making their street became a one way. Question 5d had only 15.8% of the 
residents wanting angled parking on their street. The data shows angled parking in any 
form is not what the residents prefer. However, in our observations, Davis Street by Kearny 
High School, among others, appears to be wide enough to have an engineer look at the 
amount of additional parking spaces that would come from a plan. It could then be brought 
to the Town for further discussion. This may also ease teacher parking in that area which 
was a repeated concern in some of the commentary of survey responses. 

Recommendations:  Angled Parking is not Popular and May be Revisited in the Future. 
Topic: More Parking Lot Spaces for Residents without Driveways to Rent 
 

From the 2020-2030 CMPPOS 45.4% of respondents would like municipal parking lots, 
decks or garages in Commercial Areas/Redevelopment Areas, 33.7% would like the same 
somewhere else in town, 32.8% would like lots, decks, or garages in their neighborhood 
and 11.4% on their block. 9.4% would not like any of them.  The same report asked Should 
the Town of Kearny consider purchasing land for municipal lots, decks, or parking garages 
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and the responses were 67.4% were in favor of the investment compared to 18.9% who 
were opposed. Lending more support to the additional parking lots, decks, and garage idea 
was the KRPS which had “More parking lot spaces for residents without driveways to rent 
coming in at 42.9%. 

It should be noted, a Parking Authority or Utility is allowed to bond separately from the 
Town when purchasing property. The Utility and Town should work together to identify 
abandoned properties to purchase, pursue additional public-private agreements for parking 
spaces, and survey current developers willing to rent spaces to Kearny residents in the 
neighborhood due to any underutilization of parking in their buildings. The Utility can 
work with the town engineer to try and reconfigure current municipal lot spaces. School 
parking lots, if agreed to by the Board of Education, can have signs posted allowing 
residents who have a permit to be able to park overnight from 7:30 pm to 6:30 am. All of 
these ideas are in the spirit of creating more parking for residents. The Utility should also 
transition to renting parking lot spaces at current market rates. This will help to move 
people off the streets who do not have driveways and want to have parking when they come 
home. Rentals should be on a monthly or quarterly basis. The parking management system 
will track space availability for the Utility. 
    

Recommendations:   Adopt an Ordinance Controlling Parking Lot Rental Spaces and 
   Explore Purchasing Properties for Additional Resident Parking 

Lots. 
 

Kearny Comprehensive Parking Management and Enforcement Plan Budget 

The budget is usually the most vital part of any plan and the one aspect that creates the 
most apprehension. While we have estimated some line items, this budget is reflective of 
what could be if the staffing and infrastructure were to be put in place. Following the first-
year outlay for capital items and purchases and depending on the decision of the pay-station 
purchases this proposed budget could be realized. Beginning in year two, profits can begin 
to be reinvested to purchase additional properties for parking lots for residents throughout 
Town.   

The Mayor and Council with input from Kearny residents will make the decisions going 
forward. We will remain available to assist in any way possible to ensure the success of 
the initiative.  

Proposed Comprehensive Parking Management and Enforcement Plan Budget   
Projected Revenues, Year 1  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
Meter Revenue  285000 285000 285000 
Court Revenue  350000 350000 350000 
Permit Revenue  154080 160000 165000 
Lot Revenue  172620 175000 177000 
Processing Fees (credit cards)  24500 24500 24500 
Bank Interest  1000 1000 1000 

Total Revenues  987200 995500 1002500 
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Expenses     
Staffing:     
Parking Utility Administrator (1) 65000 65000 65000 65000 
Supervising Parking Enforcement Officer (1) 45000 45000 45000 45000 
Clerks/Parking Enforcement Officers (3) 35000 105000 105000 105000 
Daytime Parking Enforcement Officers (4) 35000 140000 140000 140000 
Overnight PEOs with $1.00 Night Differential (2) 37086 74172 74172 74172 
Health Benefits  132000 132000 132000 

Total Salary & Benefits  561172 561172 561172      
Bank and Processing Fees  20000 22000 22000 

Auto Expenses:     
Lights for Vehicles (4) 2500 10000   
Fuel & Maintenance 12000 12000 12000 12000 
Leased Vehicle Payments (4) 7512.12 30048.48 30048.48 30048.48 
LPR Hosting & Service Fees (after 1st year)  0 15300 15300 

Total Auto Expense  52048.48 57348.48 57348.48      
Office Supplies  5000 5000 5000 

Pay Station Annual Maintenance Contract & Fees (optional) 0 31000 31000 
Signs  15000 8000 8000 

Software (POS) Licenses, Hardware & Services  15960 15960 15960 
Software & Hardware Installation & Training  4000 0 0 

Uniforms (Every 2 years) (10 PEOs) 800 8000 1600 8000 
Warnings  12000 6000 5000 

     
Capital Expenses:     
Computers (Every 3-5 years) (5) 1800 9000   
Furniture (every 10 years) -(5 desks & chairs) 2000 10000   
LPR Cameras & Computers (6) 129995 129995   
LPR Cameras & Computers (Additional Warranty-Optional) 25200    
Meters  10000   
Pay Stations (optional) (20) 12000 240000   

Total Capital Expenses  398995 0 0 
     

Total Overall Expenses  1092175.48 677080.48 682480.48 
     

Anticipated Gross Profit  -104975.48 318419.52 320019.52 
Without Adding Pay Stations, Anticipated Gross Profit  135024.52 349419.52 351019.52 

Attachment 1 

Kearny Residential Parking Program Survey                                         
The Mayor and the Town Council are working to improve the quality of life for Kearny 
residents.  One of the items at the top of the list is improving parking in the Town. Th 
following survey is meant to act as a townwide needs assessment to include as many 
residents as possible. The goal is to create a residential parking program, have residents 
suggest parking improvements in their neighborhoods and balance the needs residents with 
local businesses and visitors coming to Kearny. Please take a few minutes and answer the 
questions below. The survey has return paid postage and is self-addressed, so all you have to 
do is complete it and drop it in the mail by October 15th, 2022.   
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1. Area of town or street that you live on? __________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                        

2. Which of these situations are you experiencing in your area? (Please circle any that apply). 
a. No availability of parking during the day.  
b. No availability of parking at night. 
c. People taking up more than one space on the street/saving spaces. 
d. Too many out of state or temporary license plates on the street. 
e. Commercial vehicles taking up spaces when not providing services. 
f. Insufficient parking in the business district. 
g. No parking problem. 
h. Other___________________________________________________ 

 
3. When implementing the new Kearny Residential Parking Program, how long should visitors be able to park in an area 

before having to purchase a permit? Please mark (1) one choice.   
1 hour____   2 hours____   3 hours____   4 hours____   Other_____________ 
 

4. Is a fee of $15.00 for three (3) years fair to pay for a permit or to register your license plate and to allow the Town to 
help maintain the parking program?  Yes _____   No_____   Other______________  
 

5. Which of the following would you like to see in your area: (Please circle all that apply). 
a. Parking stalls/ lines on the street marking out parking spaces and driveways. 
b. Limiting the number of permits per household or building. 
c. After a certain number of permits per household charging a higher price per permit and encouraging residents to 

park additional cars in their driveways. 
d. Angled parking on your street. 
e. More parking lot spaces for residents without driveways to rent. 

 
6. Would you like to see the Town allow residents to park on the street across their driveways? 

Yes _____   No_____   Other______________ 
 

7. Would you consider angled parking on your street to increase parking if it meant making your street a one way? 
Yes _____   No_____   Street name _______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 2 

TOWN OF KEARNY 
HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 
ORDINANCE CONTROLLING PERMIT PARKING IN THE  

TOWN OF KEARNY 
 

    
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KEARNY 

that: 
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Section 1.  Background & Purposes 

A. The Town Council considered it to be in the best interest of the citizens of the Town 

of Kearny (“Town”) to establish a Residential Parking Program (the “Program”) in order to 

alleviate the hardship experienced by residents in obtaining on-street parking, to preserve the 

residential quality of neighborhoods, and to provide for improvements in air quality, vehicular 

traffic, and noise pollution.   

B. Based on the Town’s ongoing evaluation of the Program, the Town has determined 

that it is necessary to (1) expand the Program to include all aspects of public parking within the 

Town; (2) amend the Program to include limited commercial permitting; (3) adjust and add certain 

parking controls; and (4) delegate certain authority to the Parking Utility to carry out the purposes 

and goals of this Ordinance. 

Section 2.  Definition 

 A. “Courtesy Parking” shall mean the permissible parking of a vehicle, without a valid, 

registered permit, at one location during a time a permit is otherwise required.  The following 

apply to courtesy parking: 

(1) Courtesy parking is only allowed during the times set forth in this Ordinance; 

(2) No vehicle may park in excess of the permissible courtesy parking period during any 

one 24-hour period (12:01 am to 12:00 am) at any one location; and 

(3) “One location” as used herein shall mean within 1,500 feet (measured directly) in any 

direction of the location the vehicle was first parked during any one 24 hour period (12:01 am to 

12:00 am).   

Section 3.  Parking Permits Required; Exceptions   

A. General Rule – Permits Required:  Unless otherwise stated herein, a parking permit 

shall be required to park a vehicle on all streets within the Town from 10 pm to 7 am, 7 days per 

week.  

B. General Rule – Courtesy Parking Period: Unless otherwise stated herein, a courtesy 

parking period of 2 hours is allowed on all streets within the Town from 7 am to 10 pm.   

C. Additional Permit Exceptions Parking permits are not required as follows: 
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1. During Federal and State of New Jersey designated legal holidays; 

2. At parking locations controlled by a parking meter, during such times 

metered parking is in effect, and when the meters are not in effect, the 

applicable permit requirements set forth above control; or 

3. For vehicles being used to actively render services within the Town, and the 

vehicle is not parked within the Town for more than eight consecutive 

hours. 

Section 4. Issuance of Parking Permits, Criteria, Revocation  

A. The Parking Utility shall establish rules and regulations for the criteria, evaluation 

of applications and documentation required for the issuance of parking permits to qualified 

applicants.   

 B. At a minimum, the criteria to qualify for a parking permit shall include the 

following: 

1. The applicant must demonstrate their residence, employment or business 

need within the Town, as applicable to the permit sought; and 

2. That the applicant owns, leases, or has been assigned the use of the vehicle 

to be permitted. 

 C. The Parking Utility may also consider whether the applicant for a permit has 

fabricated, copied, duplicated, reproduced, modified or altered a parking permit within the last 3 

years prior to the request for a permit.  If the Parking Utility reasonably believes by clear and 

convincing evidence that the applicant has done so, the permit may be denied. 

 D. Upon a conviction under Sections 12 or 13 of this Ordinance, the Parking Utility 

may revoke a permit and deny an applicant a permit for a period up to 3 years following said 

conviction. 

 

Section 5. Types of Permits    

 A. The Parking Utility shall create permits, including zone specific permits, as needed, 

to meet the needs of the Town residents, businesses and visitors.  Permits presently established by 

the Parking Utility are as follows: 



 
20 

 
1. Resident Temporary Permit – issued to new residents to allow time for 

gathering sufficient proof of permanent residency, and application for a 

Resident Permit. 

2. Resident Permit - issued to permanent residents for use on their own 

registered vehicles. 

3. Resident Visitor Permit – An overnight, daily or weekly permit available 

for purchase by permanent residents or their guests. 

4. Business Permit – issued to a business owner or employee, for use on their 

non-commercial vehicle.   

5. Government Permit – issued to government employees.    

6. Commercial Permit – Issued to an owner or operator of a commercial 

vehicle for parking in commercial designated parking areas. 

7. Contractor Permit – Issued to commercial vehicles performing services at 

a location, for an extended duration greater than one eight-hour day.  

 

Section 6.    Permit Display & License Plate Recognition   

 Any permit issued by the Parking Utility must be displayed on or within the vehicle as 

required by the Parking Utility Administration.   Operators, owners and lessees of vehicles shall 

also be required to follow any rules, regulations or administrative directives enabling the Parking 

Utility to utilize license plate recognition technology. 

 

Section 7.  Fees 

The fees for parking permits under this Ordinance shall be set by rules and regulations of 

the Parking Utility.   

 

Section 8.    Regulations and Suspension of Enforcement    

 A. The Parking Utility is hereby authorized to adopt rules and regulations to:  

1. Effectuate the purposes of this Ordinance; 

2. Add or delete types of permits as the need of the Town residents, businesses, 

and visitors change and evolve;  
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3. Set the fees for permits; and 

4. Omit any of the individual pilot programs set forth under Section 3.C. 

 

B. Parking Utility rules and regulations shall be enforceable pursuant to this Ordinance 

provided: 

1. They have been duly adopted by resolution of the Town Council 

2. They have been submitted to the Town Administrator, and there has been 

no objection from the Town Administrator within 30 days of submission; 

and  

3. They are consistent with the purposes and parameters of this Ordinance. 

 

C. The Parking Utility may administratively suspend enforcement of this Ordinance, 

in whole or in part, for reasons that include, but are not limited to, weather conditions, 

holidays not recognized as legal holidays, or special events. 

 

Section 9. Enforcement 

 The provisions of this Ordinance shall be enforced by the Parking Utility.  

Section 10.    Permit Parking:  No Exemption from Enforcement of State Law and Town 

Ordinance    

 A. Any permitted vehicle shall not be exempt from parking restrictions or prohibitions 

established pursuant to Title 39 of the N.J. State Statutes or any Town Ordinance.    

  

 B. A permit shall not guarantee or reserve to the holder thereof an on-street parking 

space. 

 

Section 11. Fine and Penalty for Parking Without a Permit & Improper Use, Display 

and Expired Permits 

 A. The following actions are unlawful under this Ordinance, and the registered owner, 

owners, or lessees of the vehicle and the person committing the unlawful act are subject to the fine 

of $50 for each day said violation occurs: 
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1. Parking without a permit in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance;  

2. Use of an expired permit; 

3. Improperly displaying a permit contrary to Section 6 of this Ordinance; and  

4. Failing to designate a date when using a valid daily permit. 

  

Section 12. Fine and Penalty For Improper Use/Transfer Of Permits  

 

 It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Ordinance if any parking permit issued for a 

specific vehicle or use is used on any other vehicle or is used for a parking use other than that 

which it was specifically issued.  The registered owners or lessees of the parked vehicle, the 

registered owners or lessees of the vehicle for which the permit was issued and any person 

committing a violation of this Section shall be subject to a fine of $65.  

 

Section 13. Fine and Penalty for the Fabrication, Modification or Duplication of a 

Parking Permit 

 Any person who fabricates, copies, duplicates, reproduces, modifies or alters a parking 

permit, or allows another person to fabricate, copy, duplicate, reproduce, modify or alter a parking 

permit shall be subject to a fine of no less than $250, nor more than $1,000.00 for each such 

violation.  The owners or lessees of a vehicle having a fabricated, copied, duplicated, reproduced, 

modified or altered parking permit displayed shall be subject to a fine of no less than $250, nor 

more than $1,000.00 for each such violation.  A mandatory court appearance is required for an 

alleged violation of this Section. 

Section 14.    Severability 

If any article, section, sub-section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is for any 

reason deemed to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 

decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  

Section 15.         Repealer  
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A. Except as provided in __________, all ordinances or parts of ordinances 

inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to the inconsistency thereof, and this 

Ordinance supersedes, replaces, and repeals ordinance No. ________________. 

B. To the extent any summons written under Ordinance No. _________________ is 

still pending at the time this Ordinance becomes effective, Ordinance No. ________________ 

shall still control as to that pending summons. 

Section 16.   Effective Date 

A. This Ordinance shall become effective upon the later of the following: 

1. Twenty (20) days after final adoption; and 

2. Adoption of a resolution by the Parking Utility providing for the 

implementation of this Ordinance. 

B. This Ordinance may be implemented by the Town Council, in whole or in part, 

pursuant to Section 16.A.2.   

Introduced:  

Published: 

Adopted: 

Attachment 3 

TOWN OF KEARNY 

HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF KEARNY, IN THE COUNTY 

OF HUDSON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CREATING A PARKING UTILITY 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Kearny, in the County of Hudson, 

State of New Jersey, (the "Town"), has determined that it is in the best interests of the residents 
of the Town to create a municipal parking utility; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to statute, a municipality is permitted to operate municipal 
utilities; and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: l-l, a municipal public utility is defined as any 

enterprise from which a municipality anticipates it will receive fees, rents or other charges; 
and 

 

WHEREAS, a municipal utility is required for accounting and budgetary purposes, to 
be treated as a separate and distinct entity pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-62; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to create a municipal utility encompassing its parking 
operations to accurately and properly budget and account for the expenses and revenues 
relating thereto in a manner which is permitted by statute and which is separate and distinct 
from the usual operations of municipal government. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Town of 
Kearny, in the County of Hudson, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

Section 1. Establishment. There is hereby created under the terms of this ordinance a 
public utility for the purpose of managing its parking operations within the Town of Kearny, 
County of Hudson, State of New Jersey. For budgetary and accounting purposes, this utility 
shall be a separate entity, having its own separate accounts and its own separate property, 
whether it be real, personal or mixed. 

 

Section 2. Official Name. The name by which the Utility shall be known is "The Town 
of Kearny Parking Utility", and hereinafter the "Utility". 

 

Section 3. Functions. It shall be the function of the Utility to budget and account for the 
parking operations undertaken by the Town;  to preserve,  care for, lay out, construct, maintain, 
improve and operate  lands,  buildings,  and  facilities used for the provision of public parking and 
the enforcement of the Town's laws and regulations concerning  parking;  to  construct,  
reconstruct,  alter,  provide, renew and maintain buildings or other structures and equipment and 
provide for the care, custody and control thereof in the operation of the Utility; to raise money 
necessary to pay for the lands, rights or interest therein acquired for parking activities, and for 
improving and equipping the same; to pay or make provision for the payment of the reasonable 
expenses in each fiscal year of the Utility; to pay to those persons entitled thereto the interest 
and principal on notes and bonds of the Utility, and to deposit and accumulate reserve funds 
or reserves. 
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Section 4. Governing Regulations. The Utility shall be governed by the ordinances, the 
Administrative Code, and the resolutions adopted by the Mayor and Council and by 
administrative directives. 

 

Section 5. Financial Affairs. The financial affairs of the Utility shall be governed in 
accordance with the statutes applying to the financial affairs of the municipality and utilities 
in general. 

 

Section 6. Acquisition of Property. The Utility may, from time to time, acquire such real 
property as may be authorized by the Mayor and Council by duly adopted ordinances 
according to the laws of   the State of New Jersey. 

 

Section 7. Appointment of Certain Employees, Salaries and Compensation. The Director of 
the Department of Public Safety shall have the full authority to appoint and employ all necessary 
employees for the Utility. Salaries of the employees will be in accordance with classification 
and salary ordinances duly adopted by the Town Mayor and Council. Portions of salaries of 
existing employees may be pro-rated based on the amount of time spent on parking operations 
compared to the employees' full-time Town responsibilities. 

 

Section 8. Utility Charges. The Utility shall have authority to charge and collect monies for 
the use of the Utility’s facilities whether they be user charges, rental fees, or lease payments, 
and to use these monies to defray the cost of acquisition of lands, buildings and facilities, 
rights and interests therein, to equip the facilities, to pay the Utility's current expenses and to 
pay the interest and principal on notes and bonds all in accordance with such duly adopted 
ordinances and/or resolutions of the Mayor and Council.  

 

Section 9. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance 
is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, 
such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

Section   10.   Repeal of All Inconsistent Ordinances.  If any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by 
any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of 
this ordinance. 

 

Section 11. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect as of ______________________. 
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Introduced:  

 

 

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ordinance published herewith was duly 
introduced and passed upon first reading at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the 
Town of Kearny, in the County of Hudson, New Jersey (the "Town"), held on _____________, 
and a public hearing was held thereon on ______________. The purpose of the ordinance is to 
provide for the creation of The Town of Kearny Parking Utility as a utility of the Town for 
budgetary and accounting purposes. Further notice is hereby given that a further public hearing 
will be held on said ordinance at a meeting of said Mayor and Council to be held at the 
Municipal Building, 404 Kearny Avenue, Kearny, New Jersey on _________________ at _____, 
and during the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting, copies of said 
ordinance will be made available at the Town Clerk's office to the members of the general public 
who shall request the same, and thereafter said ordinance will be considered for final passage and 
adoption 

Attachment 4 

 

TOWN OF KEARNY  
HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY  

 
COMMERICAL VEHICLE PARKING ORDINANCE  

 
  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

KEARNY that: 

 Section 1:   Findings   
 
 The parking of commercial vehicles upon the streets and in driveways of residential 

neighborhoods within the Town of Kearny (“Town”) negatively impacts the residential nature of 

Town neighborhoods and worsens parking congestion within those neighborhoods.  The Town 

finds that there is a need to restrict the parking of commercial vehicles on the Town streets and 

within residential neighborhoods.  
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Section 2:  Determination of “Commercial Vehicles”  

A. For purposes of this Ordinance, a vehicle shall be deemed a “commercial vehicle” 

if it has any one or more of the following characteristics: 

1. It is or was designed or used for the transportation of persons for hire; 

2. It is or was designed or was used for compensation or profit; 

3. It is or was designed or used for the transportation of property, materials, cargo, 

equipment or tools; 

4. It has more than 4 wheels; 

5. It weighs more than 5 tons; 

6. It is in excess of 9.5 feet high; 

7. It is more than 18 feet long; 

8. It is more than 7 feet wide; 

9. It has tool, cargo or equipment racks or cages in the interior or on the exterior of 

the vehicle; 

10. It contains commercial or business lettering, advertising or graphics; 

11. It is registered as commercial, omnibus, limousine, livery, taxi, farmer, commuter 

van, or school vehicle; or 

12. It has characteristics typical of commuter vans, food vending trucks, limousines, 

recreational vehicles, motor drawn vehicles, omnibuses, panel vans, pole trailers, 

road tractors, school buses, semi-trailers, taxicabs, tow trucks, trucks, or truck 

tractors. 

 Section 3: Parking of Commercial Vehicles Prohibited In Residential Neighborhoods 
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 Except as provided in Section 5 of this Ordinance, no person shall park or leave standing a 

commercial vehicle upon any front yard, side yard, rear yard, or any other private driveway or 

parking lot, where that vehicle is visible from the street in a residential zone.  

 Section 4: Parking of Commercial Vehicles In All Neighborhoods/Zones 

 Except as provided in Section 5 of this Ordinance, no person shall park or leave standing a 

commercial vehicle, upon any street, public land, avenue, road, or other public thoroughfare in the 

Township.  

 Section 5: Exceptions to Prohibition of Commercial Vehicles 

A. The prohibition as to commercial vehicles parking in areas provided for in Section 

3 and Section 4 shall not apply to commercial vehicles that are in the process of rendering services 

to premises within said neighborhoods.   

B. A property that is the subject of a variance for business purposes or a pre-existing, 

non-conforming business use shall not be deemed to be in a residential zone.  

C. Moving trucks, utilized under a written agreement, may be parked for up to a 

continuous 72-hour time period. 

D. The prohibition as to commercial vehicles parking in areas provided for in Section 

4 shall not apply to commercial vehicles, where the vehicle owner has obtained a valid residential 

parking permit from the Parking Utility pursuant to Section 6 of this Ordinance. 

E.  Commercial vehicles may park where parking is permitted on the following streets, or 

portions thereof: Streets and Avenues to be filled in by Town.  

1.   Both sides of ________ from ________Street to _______Street; 

2.  The West side of _________Avenue, from______ Street to ______Street; 

3.   Both sides of _________Avenue; 

4.   Both sides of ___________Avenue; and 
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5.   The north side of _______Street, West of _________Avenue. 

F. No provision in this Ordinance shall obviate the requirement of obtaining a parking 

permit from the Parking Utility. 

Section 6: Obtaining a Residential Parking Permit 

A. The owner of a vehicle falling within the definition of commercial vehicle set forth 

in Section 2, may obtain a residential parking permit from the Parking Utility, provided the owner 

meets the criteria for a residential parking permit established by Town ordinances. 

B. At a minimum, no commercial vehicle will qualify for a residential permit unless: 

1. The vehicle will not be used for any business or commercial purpose, and the 

vehicle owner certifies to this fact; 

2. The vehicle does not contain any visible cargo or equipment racks or cages used 

for business purposes on the exterior of the vehicle; tool storage units of the type 

recessed into the body of a pick-up truck bed may be permissible; 

3. The vehicle does not contain any commercial or business lettering, advertising or 

graphics; 

4. The vehicle is not registered as a school vehicle which has a capacity of more than 

8 people; a commercial vehicle; an omnibus; a limousine, livery, or taxi; a farmer 

vehicle, or a commuter van; 

5. The vehicle does not weigh more than 12,000 lbs.;  

6. The vehicle does not have more than 4 wheels; and 

7. With respect to a passenger van, the van does not contain more than three rows of 

seats, including the front seats, and does not have a capacity for more than 8 people. 

C.    In the event an applicant owning or leasing a commercial vehicle is denied a residential 

parking permit, the applicant may appeal the administrative decision to the Police Chief or his 
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designee.   Said appeal shall be in writing and shall be considered solely on written submissions, 

unless the Police Chief or his designee requests oral testimony or argument. 

D. After having obtained a residential parking permit for a commercial vehicle 

pursuant to this Section, no person shall do any of the following without first having returned their 

residential parking permit to the Police: 

1. Change, modify or alter their permitted vehicle so that it no longer would qualify 

for a residential parking permit under this Section; or 

2. Use their permitted vehicle, or allow the use of their permitted vehicle, for the 

transportation of persons for hire, for compensation or profit, or for the 

transportation of property, materials, cargo, equipment or for any other commercial 

or business-related purpose.  

E. They may revoke a residential parking permit issued for a commercial vehicle for 

any violation of Section 6.D.  An administrative decision to revoke a residential parking permit 

may be appealed to the Police Chief or his designee pursuant to the same procedures set forth in 

Section 6.C.  Provided an appeal is filed within seven (7) business days of the revocation, the 

revocation will be considered stayed pending the conclusion of the appeal to the Police Chief or 

his designee.  

F. The determination of whether a commercial vehicle qualifies for a residential 

parking permit, or whether a residential parking permit should be revoked, shall be within the 

exclusive discretion of the Parking Utility, based on the criteria set forth in this Ordinance and any 

Parking Utility Rules and Regulations. 

 

Section 7. Rules and Regulations 

 A. The Parking Utility is hereby authorized to adopt rules and regulations to  
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1. effectuate the purposes of this Ordinance; 

2. add or delete streets, areas, or parts thereof, designated for commercial parking; 

3. modify the criteria for determining whether a vehicle is a commercial vehicle under 

this Ordinance; and 

4. modify the criteria on which determinations are made concerning whether a 

commercial vehicle qualifies for a residential permit. 

            B. Parking Utility rules and regulations shall be enforceable pursuant to this Ordinance 

provided: 

1. They have been duly adopted by resolution of the Mayor and Council; 

2. They have been submitted to the Township Administrator, and there has been no 

objection from the Township Administrator within 45 days of submission; and  

3. They are consistent with the purposes and parameters of this Ordinance. 

Section 8.  Fraudulent Representations, Altering or Use of Permits  
 

A. No person shall falsely represents himself, herself, or their vehicle as eligible for a 

residential parking permit;  

B. No person shall furnish false information on an application for a residential parking 

permit; and 

C. No person shall fabricate, copy, duplicate, reproduce, modify or alter a parking 

permit, or allow another person to fabricate, copy, duplicate, reproduce, modify or alter a parking 

permit. 

D. The owners or lessees of a vehicle having a fabricated, copied, duplicated, 

reproduced, modified or altered parking permit displayed shall be in violation of this Ordinance. 

Section 9. Enforcement 

 The Utility Parking Enforcement Officers shall have and exercise the power and perform 

the duties associated with the management, operation and enforcement of this Ordinance.  The 

Kearny Police Department shall also enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section 10: Violations, Penalties and Fines 
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 A. Owners of commercial vehicles parked in violation of this Ordinance shall be 

subject to a fine of not less than $115.00, nor more than $500.00 for each violation. 

B. Any person violating Section 6.D of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine of no 

less than $250.00, nor more than $500.00 for each violation. 

C.  Any person who violates Section 8.A or 8.B of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine 

of no less than $250.00, nor more than $500.00 for each violation. 

 D.  Any person who violates Section 8.C or 8.D of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine 

of no less than $250.00, nor more than $1,000.00 for each such violation.  A mandatory court 

appearance is required for an alleged violation of Section 8.C or 8.D. 

Section 11: Severability 

If any part or parts of this Ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such holding 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.  

Section 12: Repealer 

A. Except as provided in Section 12.B, all ordinances or parts of ordinances 

inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to the inconsistency thereof, and this 

Ordinance supersedes, replaces, and repeals ordinance No. ________. 

Section 13: Effective Date:  

 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as required by 

law. 

Introduced:    

Published: 

Adopted: 
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