
Kearny	Town	Council	
	

Regular	Meeting	
	

-	Agenda	–	
	

Tuesday,	April	16,	2024	 7:00	PM	 Kearny	Town	Hall	 	
	

4/15/2024 12:32 PM  1 

 I. CALL TO ORDER:  PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW NOTICE  
 
 II. ROLL CALL 
 
 III. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 IV. CONDUCT OF MEETING NOTICE 
 
   V. SWEARING-IN OF POLICE CHIEF SCOTT MACFIE 
  SWEARING-IN OF DEPUTY POLICE CHIEF PAUL BERSHEFSKI 
  SWEARING-IN OF POLICE CAPTAIN GLENN REED 
  SWEARING-IN OF POLICE LIEUTENANT JASON WARD 
 SWEARING-IN OF POLICE LIEUTENANT DAVID RAKOWSKI 
 SWEARING-IN OF POLICE SERGEANT MATHEW LOPEZ 
 SWEARING-IN OF POLICE SERGEANT HAROLD AZURDIA 
 SWEARING-IN OF POLICE SERGEANT JOHN FABULA 
 
 VI. CAUCUS MEETING 
 

A. Communications 
 

1. John Policano, KHS Head Football Coach: requesting permission to hold 
a canning fundraiser on Saturday, September 21, 2024 and Saturday, 
October 12, 2024 for the KHS Football team.         POLICE/DPW/REC 

 
2. Sgt. Tom Pontrella of Kearny PBA Local #21: requesting permission to 

hold a carnival at the Frank A. Vincent Marina on Passaic Avenue from 
October 24-27 and October 31-November 3, 2024.  PBA Local #21 is 
also requesting to hang a banner across Kearny Avenue at Locust Avenue 
advertising the October carnival at the Marina. 
             RECREATION/POLICE/FIRE/DPW/HEALTH 
 

3. Kenneth Asencio, Pastor of Calvary Chapel Grace Church, 156 Oakwood 
Avenue: Community outreach events have previously been approved on 
the March 5, 2024 Mayor and Council Agenda for Calvary Chapel Grace 
Church.  In case of inclement weather, Paster Asencio is requesting a rain 
date of Saturday, June 22, 2024 for the event scheduled on June 15, 
2024, and Saturday, August 31, 2024 for the event scheduled for 
Saturday, August 10, 2024.  
             POLICE/FIRE/RECREATION/DPW/HEALTH 

  
4. LICENSES:       2 – PARKING PERMITS for the MANDEE LOT  
  1 – RAFFLE; 
  2– SIDEWALK CAFE     LICENSES 
 

B. Reports of Department Heads 
 

1. DPW Operations Report for March 2024 
2. Construction Code Enforcement Department Report for March 2024 
3. Engineer’s Report dated April 16, 2024 
4. Veolia Billing & Collections Month End Report March 2024 
5. Veolia Monthly Comparative Report for March 
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C. Proclamations 
 

1. Proclamation Celebrating the 45th Anniversary of the Portuguese Cultural 
Association and Recognizing its Contributions in the Kearny Community 

2.   Proclamation Designating April as Scottish-American Heritage Month 
3. Proclamation Recognizing the Month of April as Sikh Awareness and 

Appreciation Month 
4. Proclamation Proclaiming the First Week in May as Elks National Youth 

Week 
 5. Proclamation Recognizing the 140th Anniversary of Kearny Bank 

 
D.  Reports of Council Members 
 

VII. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO COMMENT ON AGENDA 
ITEMS AND MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

 
VIII. BUSINESS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
2024-(O)-12               ZAPATA 
Ordinance Establishing a Handicapped Parking Space at 174 Ogden Avenue 
 
2024-(O)-13               ZAPATA 
An Ordinance Creating Chapter 37: “Tree Preservation and Removal” Within the Town 
of Kearny’s Municipal Code 
 

  IX. BUSINESS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 
ORDINANCES FOR 2ND READING (PUBLIC HEARING) 

 
   X. BUSINESS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS  
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All matters listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be 
routine and non-controversial by the Mayor and Council and will be approved by one 
motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member or 
citizen so requests, in which case the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda 
and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 
 
A. *Minutes be Approved (pending any corrections): Regular Meeting April 2, 

  2024 
 

B. *Motion to Suspend the Reading of Communications (read by title) 
 
*2024-(R)-191 
Bills List Resolution 
 
*2024-(R)-192 
Resolution Authorizing Tax Overpayment Refunds Totaling $12,986.83 
 
*2024-(R)-193 
Resolution Cancelling 2024 Taxes (Quarter 1-2) in the Amount of $5,132.09 for Block 
90, Lot 18, as a Result of Disabled Veterans’ Exemption 
 
*2024-(R)-194 
Resolution Cancelling 2024 Taxes (Quarter 1-2) in the Amount of $4,464.56 for Block 
198, Lot 40, as a Result of Disabled Veterans’ Exemption 
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*2024-(R)-195 
Resolution Cancelling 2024 Taxes (Quarter 1-2) in the Amount of $2,319.46 for Block 
236, Lot 19, as a Result of Disabled Veterans’ Exemption 
 
*2024-(R)-196 
Resolution Granting Permission to J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. for Road Opening 
Permit at 18 Kearny Avenue, Block 12, Lot 5, in Order to Install Water Service 
 
*2024-(R)-197 
Resolution Granting Permission to J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc. for Road Opening 
Permit at 858 Kearny Avenue, Block 11, Lot 3 in Order to Repair/Replace Two Water 
Service Curb Boxes 
 
*2024-(R)-198 
Resolution Granting Permission to Juan Carlos Sanchez for Road Opening Permit at 571 
Davis Avenue, Block 171, Lot 45, in Order to Replace the Sanitary Sewer Lateral 
 
*2024-(R)-199 
Resolution Authorizing Three and One-quarter (3.25) Hours Overtime on April 06, 2024 
to John Borja, Chief Registered Environmental Health Specialist in the Health 
Department, to Conduct/Coordinate Food Vendor Inspections at the Kearny Food Truck 
Festival, and to Respond to an Incident at a Food Establishment ($290.22) 
 
*2024-(R)-200              DOYLE 
Consent Agenda Resolution 
 
2024-(R)-201              DOYLE 
Resolution Awarding a Contract to Downes Tree Service Company, Inc. for the 2024 
Street Tree Plantings & Bioswales Project in the Amount of $842,373.00 
 
2024-(R)-202              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing Contract to Neglia Engineering Associates for Construction 
Management of the 2024 Street Tree Plantings & Bioswales Project (T&M Not To 
Exceed $46,672.00) 
 
2024-(R)-203              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing Contract to Neglia Engineering Associates for the Final Design 
of the Midland Avenue Streetscape Improvements Project (T&M Not to Exceed 
$142,046.00) 
 
2024-(R)-204              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing Contract to Neglia Engineering Associates for Engineering 
Services for the Year 2023 NJDEP MS4 Tier A Permit Annual Report & Supplemental 
Questionnaire (T&M Not To Exceed $7,930.00) 
 
2024-(R)-205              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with NW Financial Group, LLC for Financial 
Advisory Services for a Water Rate Study at a Cost Not to Exceed $30,000 
 
2024-(R)-206              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with RSC Architects Related 
to the First Lutheran Church/Future Kearny Recreation Center at a Cost Not to Exceed 
$75,000 
 
2024-(R)-207              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with RSC Architects at a 
Cost Not to Exceed $19,000.00 for Design, Bidding and Construction Administration, 
Inspection and Monitoring of Town Hall Roof Repair 
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2024-(R)-208              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with RSC Architects at a 
Cost Not to Exceed $28,000.00 for Design, Bidding and Construction Administration, 
Inspection and Monitoring of Kearny Main Library Roof Replacement 
 
2024-(R)-209              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing a Further $50,000 Increase in the Professional Service 
Agreement with the Law Firm of Cole Schotz for Special Bankruptcy Legal Services 
Related to the Syncon Resins Site 
 
2024-(R)-210              DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing an Increase in the 2024 Agreement with Grant Rite Management 
for Grant Consulting Services 
 
2024-(R)-211              DOYLE 
Resolution to Enter into Closed Session to Discuss the Following Matters Relating to 
Anticipated Litigation, Litigation, Contract Negotiations, and Personnel Matters, to wit:  
1) Update on Contract Negotiations with KFSOA FMBA Local 218, Update on Syncon 
Resins Bankruptcy Litigation 
 
2024-(R)-212              ECKEL 
Resolution Authorizing Payment of $125,054.05 to Thomas Grieb, Fireman, for the 
Period April 14, 2021 to May 24, 2022 
 
2024-(R)-213                DE CASTRO 
Resolution Authorizing Engagement of Professional Personnel at the Kearny Health 
Department for Grant-Related Services 
 
2024-(R)-214               FICETO 
Resolution Accepting the Retirement Application of Police Chief George King from the 
Kearny Police Department after Thirty-nine Years and Four Months (39.4) of Service, 
Effective May 01, 2024, Pending Approval of the Police and Firemen’s Retirement 
System (terminal leave pay and unused vacation totaling $111,708.39 subject to change 
if additional time is taken) 
 
2024-(R)-215               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Deputy Police Chief Scott Macfie to the Permanent Position of 
Police Chief/Emergency Management Coordinator in the Kearny Police Department, 
Effective May 01, 2024, at the Current Annual Salary of $216,586 
 
2024-(R)-216               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Captain Paul Bershefski to the Provisional Position of 
Deputy Police Chief in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024, at the 
Current Annual Salary of $201,772 
 
2024-(R)-217               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Lieutenant Glenn Reed to the Permanent Position of 
Police Captain in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024 at the Current 
Annual Salary of $176,174, Pursuant to the NJCSC Certification #PL240183 
 
2024-(R)-218               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Sergeant Jason Ward to the Permanent Position of Police 
Lieutenant in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024 at the Current 
Annual Salary of $156,598, Pursuant to NJCSC Certification #PL240435 
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2024-(R)-219               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Sergeant David Rakowski to the Permanent Position of 
Police Lieutenant in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024 at the 
Current Annual Salary of $156,598, Pursuant to NJCSC Certification #PL240435 
 
2024-(R)-220               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Officer Mathew Lopez to the Permanent Position of 
Police Sergeant in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024 at the Current 
Annual Salary of $127,198, Pursuant to the NJCSC Certification #PL240436 
 
2024-(R)-221               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Officer Harold Azurdia to the Permanent Position of 
Police Sergeant in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024 at the Current 
Annual Salary of $127,198, Pursuant to the NJCSC Certification #PL240436 
 
2024-(R)-222               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Police Officer John Fabula to the Permanent Position of Police 
Sergeant in the Kearny Police Department, Effective May 01, 2024 at the Current 
Annual Salary of $131,742, Pursuant to the NJCSC Certification #PL240436 
 
2024-(R)-223               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing/Transferring Judy Camacho to the Full-Time Position of 
Parking Enforcement Officer/Meter Collector (Title Code 07310) in the Kearny 
Police Department, Traffic Division, Effective April 29, 2024 at the Current Annual 
Salary of $29,615 
 
2024-(R)-224               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Evelyn Mejia and Denise Bruno to the Full-Time Position of 
Parking Enforcement Officer/Meter Collector (Title Code 07310) in the Kearny Police 
Department, Traffic Division, Effective April 29, 2024 at the Current Annual Salary of 
$29,615 
 
2024-(R)-225               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Lizette Sanchez, Arturo Gonzalez and Maria Vega to the Permanent 
Position of Crossing Guard (Title Code 03125), Effective April 29, 2024 at the Current 
Hourly Rate of $20.07 
 
2024-(R)-226               FICETO 
Resolution Appointing Rocio Martinez, Christopher Pena, Paul Kovolisky, and John 
Moraski to Crossing Guard Reserve (Title Code 03125), Effective April 29, 2024 at the 
Current Hourly Rate of $19.38 
 
2024-(R)-227               FICETO 
Resolution Authorizing Sixty-three (63) Hours of Overtime Within the Department of 
Public Works to Empty Overflowing Trash Cans at Recreation Facilities, Repair Police 
Vehicles, Reserve Parking and Set up for Council Meeting, Respond to Flooding from 
Heavy Rainstorms on March 24 and March 31, 2024, and Perform Sanitary Sewer Line 
Maintenance ($3,477.78) 
 
2024-(R)-228          THEODOROPOULOS 
Resolution Appointing Omar Martinez to the Part-Time Position of Security Guard 
for the Town of Kearny Recreation Department, Effective April 10, 2024 
 
2024-(R)-229          THEODOROPOULOS 
Resolution Appointing Muhammad Hamza to the Full-Time Position of Account Clerk 
for the Town of Kearny Finance Department, Effective April 29, 2024 at the Current 
Annual Salary of $39,280, Pending Pre-Employment Processing 
 

  XI. EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION 
 XII. ADJOURNMENT 


