
Kearny	Town	Council	
	

Regular	Meeting	
	

-	Agenda	–	
	

Tuesday,	September	24,	2024	 7:00	PM	 Kearny	Town	Hall	 	
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 I. CALL TO ORDER:  PUBLIC MEETINGS LAW NOTICE  
 
 II. ROLL CALL 
 
 III. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 IV. CONDUCT OF MEETING NOTICE 
 
   V. SWEARING-IN OF FIREFIGHTERS 

 
   GUSTAVO MARTINEZ 
   JUSTIN EREZUMA 
   MATTHEW DUANE 
   ZACHARY MYERS 
 
 VI. CAUCUS MEETING 
 

A. Communications 
 

1. Ralph Cattafi, Director of Parks and Recreation and the Recreation 
Commission: requesting permission to hold an Oktoberfest Concert 
featuring the “Cameos Band” on Thursday, October 10, 2024, at 
Veterans Memorial Park on Belgrove Drive between Afton Street and 
Bergen Avenue beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

                    POLICE/FIRE/DPW/HEALTH 
 

2. Ralph Cattafi, Director of Parks and Recreation: requesting to place “No 
Parking” signs along Belgrove Drive between Afton Street and Bergen 
Avenue from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 10, 2024, 
and closure of Belgrove Drive between Afton Street and Bergen Avenue 
from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., to allow for vendors, sound system, and 
show mobile to be setup at Veterans Memorial Park on Belgrove Drive.
                                                                      POLICE/DPW/FIRE 

 
3. Ava De Castro Lawdanski, Kearny Resident, Girl Scout Troop 10648 

(Service Unit 14) Ambassador Member and Gold Award Candidate: 
requesting permission to “Tie Kearny Pink” with pink ribbons on the 
trees at Town Hall, American Revolution Bicentennial Park, and the 
downtown area during the month of October, Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. The “Tie Kearny Pink” Ribbon Campaign kick-off at Town Hall 
will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 12, 2024.                                 
                          POLICE/DPW/FIRE 
 

4.  Ava De Castro Lawdanski, Kearny Resident, Girl Scout Troop 10648 
Ambassador Member and Gold Award Candidate: inviting the Mayor and 
Council, and the Kearny community to the “Tie Kearny Pink” Ribbon 
Campaign kick-off during October, Breast Cancer Awareness Month, at 
Kearny Town Hall at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 12, 2024. 

M&C 
 
5. Ava De Castro Lawdanski, Kearny Resident, Girl Scout Troop 10648 

Ambassador Member working towards the Gold Award: requesting 
permission to host a Mammogram in Motion Mobile Unit Health Event at 
Town Hall to Raise Breast Cancer Awareness. The Mobile Unit will be 
parked in front of the Town Hall and provide residents with Mammogram 
Screenings on Friday, December 6, 2024, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
                                       POLICE/DPW/FIRE 
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6. Melanie Pasquarelli, Exalted Ruler, Kearny-Belleville Elks: requesting 
a ribbon cutting for Red Ribbon Week (October 23-31, 2024) at 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 22, 2024, at Kearny Town Hall.  

          POLICE/FIRE/DPW 
 

7. Melanie Pasquarelli, Exalted Ruler, Kearny-Belleville Elks: requesting a 
Dumpster from the Department of Public Works for use during the 
Incredible Duck Race and town assistance in keeping the community as 
clean as possible. DPW to deliver a dumpster to the parking lot between 
the VFW and American Legion, late afternoon on Friday, September 20, 
2024. The dumpster can be removed Sunday, September 22, 2024. 

                                                                                            DPW/POLICE/FIRE 
 

8. Mike Sylvia, Kearny High School Head Girls Soccer Coach: requesting 
permission to can on Saturday, November 23, 2024, and Saturday, 
November 30, 2024, to raise funds for the Kearny High School Girls 
Soccer Team. 
                 POLICE/DPW/REC 
 

9.  Stephanie Comp, President of Fundraising, KGC Cheerleading: 
requesting permission to use the Arlington Depot Park and Garofalo 
Place for the 3rd Annual KGC Halloween Trick or Trunk Fest Fundraiser 
on Sunday, October 27, 2024, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. They will 
have food trucks and vendors and provide a safe space for attendees. 
Additionally, requesting permission to have six (6) parking spaces 
(reserved with cones and signs) for food truck vendor parking parallel to 
the sidewalk for people to order from the sidewalk and not have to walk 
into the street.  

                                                                             POLICE/HEALTH 
 

10.  Very Reverend Cesar J. Quinones, Pastor of St. Cecilia Church, 120 
Kearny Avenue: requesting permission to hold a procession for Our Lady 
of Fatima on Sunday, October 13, 2024. The procession will start at 
Kearny Avenue and Hoyt Street at 7:00 p.m.  

                    POLICE/DPW 
 

11.  Ralph Cattafi, Director of Parks & Recreation: requesting the closure of 
Garofalo Place between Forest Street and Elm Street to traffic on Friday, 
October 4, 2024, from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for Movie in the Park 
Night and also requesting “No Parking” signs be placed on Garofalo 
Place from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on the day of the Movie. The movie, 
“Coco” will begin at 7:00 p.m.  
                 POLICE/DPW/REC 
 

12.  Adnelis Albizu and Millie Mendez: requesting permission to hold a 
Puerto Rico Flag raising ceremony at Town Hall, American Revolution 
Bicentennial Park on Thursday, October 17, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. 
                          POLICE/DPW 
 

13. LICENSES:       PARKING PERMITS to include: 
  1-MANDEE PARKING; 1-101 KEARNY AVENUE  
  12-GARAGE SALES 
  1-RAFFLE; 1-SIDEWALK CAFÉ  
           LICENSES 
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B. Reports of Department Heads 
 

1. Engineer’s Report dated September 24, 2024 
 

C. Proclamations 
 

1. Proclamation Recognizing September as Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month 
 

2. Proclamation Recognizing September as National Recovery Month 
 

3. Proclamation Recognizing the month of October as Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month  
 

4. Proclamation Proclaiming the week of October 23-31, 2024, Red Ribbon 
Week  

 
D.  Reports of Council Members 
 

  VII. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO COMMENT ON AGENDA 
ITEMS AND MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

 
  VIII. BUSINESS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
 

 IX.      BUSINESS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 
ORDINANCES FOR 2ND READING (PUBLIC HEARING) 
 
2024-(O)-22               ZAPATA 
Ordinance Vacating Handicapped Parking Spaces at 33 Tappan Street and 690 Chestnut 
Street 
 
2024-(O)-23               ZAPATA 
Ordinance Establishing Handicapped Parking Space at 1 Tappan Street 
 
2024-(O)-24               ZAPATA 
Ordinance Adding a New Section 37 of the Town Code Entitled “Privately-Owned Salt 
Storage” 
 
2024-(O)-25               ZAPATA 
Ordinance Amending Section 7.12 of the Revised General Ordinances Entitled  
"Parking Prohibited for Street Cleaning" 

   
X.     BUSINESS OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS  

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  All matters listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be 
routine and non-controversial by the Mayor and Council and will be approved by one 
motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Council Member or 
citizen requests, in which case the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 
 

A. *Minutes be Approved (pending any corrections): Regular Meeting September 
10, 2024 
 

B. *Motion to Suspend the Reading of Communications (read by title) 
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*2024-(R)-457 
Bills List Resolution 
 
*2024-(R)-458 
Resolution Granting Permission to Encroach Upon Town Right of Way at 17-19 Boyd 
Street, Block 246, Lot 31, to Remove an Underground Oil Tank  
 
*2024-(R)-459  *Pulled for Separate Votes* 
Resolution Granting Permission to PSE&G for Road Opening Permit at 69-71 Oakwood 
Avenue, Block 72, Lot 32, in Order to Install New Gas Service 
 
*2024-(R)-460  *Pulled for Separate Votes* 
Resolution Granting Permission to PSE&G for Road Opening Permit at 369 Forest 
Street, Block 210, Lot 28, in Order to Install New Gas Service 
 
*2024-(R)-461 
Resolution Granting Permission to Lusa Construction for a Emergency Road Opening 
Permit at 360 Belgrove Drive, Block 53, Lot 1, in Order to Install a New Water 
Connection for Garfield Elementary School 
 
*2024-(R)-462 
Resolution Granting Permission to A-1 Excavating & Contracting, LLC of Jersey City, 
NJ for an Emergency Road Opening Permit at 453 Chestnut Street, Block 207, Lot 26, 
in Order to Install a New Water Service  
 
*2024-(R)-463 
Resolution Granting Permission to A-1 Excavating & Contracting, LLC of Jersey City, 
NJ for an Emergency Road Opening Permit at 81 North Hackensack Avenue a/k/a 61 
North Hackensack Avenue Block 296, Lot 2, in Order to Install a New Water Service  
 
*2024-(R)-464 
Resolution Granting Permission to Conquest Construction for a Road Opening Permit 
for emergency construction work completed while working with Veolia Water on 
August 16, 2024, in Order to Replace a Leaking 6” Emergency Valve on the corner of 
Stewart Avenue and Kearny Avenue  
 
*2024-(R)-465 
Resolution Granting Permission to Conquest Construction for a Road Opening Permit 
for Emergency Construction Work completed while working with Veolia Water on 
August 19, 2024, in Order to Repair an 8” Water Main Break near 75 Central Avenue, 
Block 294, Lot 5 
 
*2024-(R)-466 
Resolution Granting Permission to Conquest Construction for a Road Opening Permit 
for Emergency Construction Work completed while working with Veolia Water on 
August 22, 2024, in Order to Repair a 12” Main Break on South Hackensack Avenue, 
near the intersection with Route 1 & 9  
 
*2024-(R)-467 
Resolution Authorizing One and a Half (1.5) Hours Overtime to Christine Anderson, 
Records Management Analyst in the Clerk’s Office, for Agenda Packet Support after 
Hours on Friday, September 6, 2024 ($56.25) 
 
*2024-(R)-468 
Resolution Authorizing Six (6) Hours Overtime to Jennifer Diaz, Clerk Typist Bilingual, 
in the Construction Code Enforcement Office, to Attend the Zoning Board Meeting on 
September 4, 2024, and Planning Board Meeting on September 5, 2024 ($170.01) 
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*2024-(R)-469 
Resolution Waiving Fee for the Use of a Dumpster on Saturday, September 21, 2024, for 
the Kearny Elks Lodge #1050, 601 Elm Street 
 
*2024-(R)-470 
Resolution Rescinding Resolution #2024-421 Adopted September 10, 2024, regarding a 
Right of Way Encroachment at 272 Maple Street 
 
*2024-(R)-471              DOYLE 
Consent Agenda Resolution 
 
2024-(R)-472                            *Pull/Separate Vote*                      DOYLE 
Resolution Acting Upon the Request for a Curb Cut at 403 Maple Street, Block 65,  
Lot 17 
 
2024-(R)-473                   *No Closed Session/Pulled/No Votes*          DOYLE 
Resolution to Enter into Closed Session to Discuss the Following Matters Relating to 
Anticipated Litigation, Litigation, Contract Negotiations, and Personnel Matters, to wit: 
                       
2024-(R)-474                 DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing Execution of a Parking Easement Agreement with R&R Kearny 
(an affiliate of Russo Development) for Public Use of 21 Parking Spaces Bordering 
Sanford Avenue 
 
2024-(R)-475                 DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing a Further Increase in the Professional Service Agreement with 
the Law Firm of Cole Schotz for Special Bankruptcy Legal Services Related to the 
Syncon Resins Site  
 
2024-(R)-476                *Pulled/Removed/No Votes*                           DOYLE 
Resolution Acting upon the Application of Morris Kearny Associates Urban Renewal 
LLC for a Long-Term Tax Exemption for Property within Block 287 on the former 
Kopper Koke Peninsula in South Kearny. 
                
2024-(R)-477                 DOYLE 
Resolution Declaring Lots 12 and 13 (including lot 13.01, a/k/a 13R) within Block 289 
on Jacobus Avenue as a Redevelopment Area and Directing the Planning Board to 
Prepare a Redevelopment Plan for the Area 
 
2024-(R)-478                 DOYLE 
Resolution Authorizing Acceptance of a $25,000 Community Energy Plan Grant from 
the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
 
2024-(R)-479                 DOYLE 
Resolution Adding Bus Stop Locations Along Elm Street at Laurel Avenue 
 
2024-(R)-480                 DOYLE 
Resolution to Increase the Salary of Part-Time Public Information Officer to $36.00 an 
hour Effective September 24, 2024 
 
2024-(R)-481       KONOPKA 
Resolution Extending current position of Victoria Pereya as Part-Time Lifeguard in the 
Recreation Department into the Fall Season, beginning on September 30, 2024, and 
ending December 19, 2024, at the Hourly Rate of $17.00, with a maximum of Nine (9) 
Hours per Week 
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2024-(R)-482             FICETO 
Resolution Authorizing Ninety-seven (97) Hours of Overtime Within the Department of 
Public Works to Check and Empty Overflowing Trash Cans at Recreation Facilities, 
Keep the Office Open During Lunch Hour, Catch up on Permits and Purchase Orders, 
Repair Backlog of Police Vehicles, Assist Various Contractors During Off Hours (vent 
cleaning Town Hall, Annex, DPW, and Electrical work in the Tax Office, Reserve 
Parking for Council Meetings, repair and fill potholes through lunch hour to try to catch 
up on backlog, Assist with farmers market block party, Assist at the Ecuadorian and 
Opioid Awareness Flag Raisings; clean up area of park before and during flag raisings, 
Assist at Play with Set up and clean up at Arlington Depot Park, Assist at Concert with 
set up and clean up, Pick up food for food drive ($4,692.16) 
 
2024-(R)-483             FICETO 

 Resolution Accepting the Retirement Application of Police Sergeant Timothy Castle 
from the Kearny Police Department After Twenty-Three (23) Years and Nine (9) 
Months of Service, Effective October 1, 2024, Pending Approval of the Police and 
Firemen’s Retirement System (Terminal Leave Pay and Unused Vacation Totaling 
$59,236.17 Subject to Change If Additional Time is Taken). 

 
 2024-(R)-484              DOYLE 
 Resolution Authorizing Award of Contract to High Caliber Renovations LLC of 

Rahway, New Jersey for Roof Replacement at the Kearny Library for $229,980 
 
 2024-(R)-485                       *Added from the Floor*          ZAPATA 
 Resolution Celebrating The Heritage, Culture and Immense Contributions of Hispanic 

Americans in Our Community Throughout Hispanic Heritage Month 
  
  XI. *CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR CAROL JEAN DOYLE 

  
         Appointment of Keala Cicchino, as a Member of the Municipal Alliance Against 
Substance Abuse for a term ending December 31, 2024.  

 
XII.  EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION 
 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 


